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     The Holy Spirit’s activity is 

creative and powerful. His working in this way has a history. In the 

Old Testament, the Spirit was present at the creation of the world, 

hovering over the face of the waters (Gen. 1:2). The Spirit came in 

power upon Israel’s judges and kings, equipping and strengthening 

them to accomplish great feats and victories for God and His people 

(Judges 6:34; 14:6; 1 Sam. 16:13, 14). By the Spirit, the prophets 

became mouthpieces for the Lord, proclaiming both judgment and 

deliverance (Ezek. 2:2–3; Micah 3:8).  

     In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit came upon Christ Himself, 

descending upon Him in the form of a dove at His Baptism (Matt. 

3:16). On the evening before His crucifixion, Jesus promised His 

disciples that they would receive the Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth. 

This Comforter and Helper would live with them and be in them 

forever (John 14:16ff.). He would direct them in proclaiming Christ 

and His work of salvation for the world. After His resurrection, Jesus 

commissioned His disciples, sending them out to “make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you” (Matt. 28:19–20 NIV). Before His ascension into 

heaven, Jesus explained to the apostles that they, too, would be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5). When the Spirit came upon 

them, He said, they would receive power, and they would be His 

“witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth” (Acts 1:8). Jesus’ promise of sending the Holy Spirit upon 

His followers was soon fulfilled in a marvelous and unprecedented 

way at Pentecost. 

     But the powerful work of the Spirit did not cease then.  Even 

today, he continues to bring people to faith, encourage and equip 

believers and bring us the peace of God which surpasses all 

understanding—plus so much more! This week, we begin a 6-part 

sermon series on the work of the Spirit  in our lives.  Listen in and 

grow in understanding as see the action unfold. 


