
    ñPastor,ò Judy said, 

ñour church may never 

be a large congregation 

but we have become a 

church of significance 

within our community.ò  

I had never thought of it 

that way before, but the 

more I thought of what 

she said, the more I 

agreed.  Christ Lutheran 

Church in Lansing, MI, 

was the congregation I 

served for almost 19 

years.  Within those 

years the congregation 

served the Lansing 

community with Christ 

Community Kitchen 

feeding more than 

150,000 people over the 

last 22 years.  It 

provided a homework 

center for at - risk 

children from the local 

elementary school; 

painted houses in the 

neighborhood working 

with other neighborhood 

organizations; helped to  

create a neighborhood 

network center; worked 

with the community 

police officer assigned to 

the area (He and his 

family became members 

of the congregation.); 

helped start a rotating 

sanctuary for homeless 

women and children 

between 26 churches 

who each took their turn 

two weeks of the year; 

and created the Refugee 

Development Center 

(RDC). The RDC was a 
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place where newcomers 

could learn to speak 

English, learn how to 

drive on a driving 

simulator, receive 

assistance on applying 

for jobs, learn to 

understand the new 

culture they lived in and 

much more.  

    The mayor of Lansing 

contributed to the work 

of the congregation 

because he considered it 

an asset to the 

community.  In worship, 

fifty percent of the 

congregation were new 

people from around the 

world.  This church of 

significance became a 

place that looked like 

what heaven is going to 

look like some day.  

    Within this newsletter 

you will read how other 

congregations and 

ministries are doing the 

same.  They remind me 

of what was happening 

in Acts 2:42 -47 "They 

devoted themselves to 

the apostles' teaching 

and to the fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread 

and to prayer.  

Everyone was filled with 

awe, and many wonders 

and miraculous signs 

were done by the 

apostles.  All the 

believers were together 

and had everything in 

common.  Selling their 

possessions and goods, 

they gave to anyone as 

he had need.  Every day 

they continued to meet 

together in the temple 

courts. They broke 

bread in their homes 

and ate together with 

glad and sincere hearts, 

praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all 

the people. And the 

Lord added to their 

number daily those who 

were being saved.ò 

    Look at what it says 

in the last verse of this 

section, ñpraising God 

and enjoying the favor 

of all the people.ò  We 

see a combination of the 

Great Commission and 

the Great 

Commandment in these 

verses.  With the 

teaching, breaking of 

bread, prayers, signs 

and wonders, caring for 

each other and all who 

had need, there was a 

sense of favor  among 

the people and 

community.  Permeating 

within the community 

was the flavor and favor 

of God.  A church of 

significance!  
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    During the years of 

2000 -04 Lutheran 

Immigrant Services 

coordinated the 

relocation of refugees 

from Liberia to the 

Trenton, NJ area.  They 

were displaced by the 

twenty -year civil war in 

that country.  Rev. Phil 

Masaroto with the aid of 

Jonathan Wheager, a 

Liberian immigrant, 

began contacting these 

new members of the 

community and invited 

them into Bethany 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in Ewing, New 

Jersey.  

    The After School 

Program (ASP) began in 

2004 when Sunday 

School teachers 

observed a number of 

immigrant children were 

unable to read the class 

material.  Janet Watson, 

a former member of the 

church, enlisted 

members and others to 

help tutor the children 

Monday through 

Thursday during the 

school year.  The 

program started with 

eight -10 tutors and 15 -

18 children.  The tutors 

were former teachers 

and other retired 

members who wanted to 

help.  

    Staffing changes in 

2005 allowed the 

opportunity to evaluate 

and redesign the 

program around areas of 

greatest need.  It was 

discovered that many of 

the children did not have 

the proper school 

supplies.  Area LCMS 

churches joined Bethany 

to provide backpacks 

filled with notebooks, 

crayons, markers, 

pencils, pens, erasers 

and rulers.  Over 30 

backpacks are given 

away each year.  

    Since many of the 

homework subjects 

presented challenges for 

the volunteers, the next 

task was finding tutors.   

Rev. Gerlach contacted 

the Trenton College of 

New Jersey, a college 

known for its education 

programs. Twelve 

college students were 

secured as tutors.  

Additionally, church 

members donated used 

computers to the 

program.  Nancy 

Sandmeyer, the after 

school coordinator, and 

Pastor met with the 

parents of the Liberian 

children to outline both 

the program and the 

support needed from 

them.  

    A typical afternoon for 

children at ASP begins 

with Pastor reading a 

brief scripture lesson, 

presenting a devotion 

and prayer. Snacks are 

provided while the 

coordinator surveys the 

children and checks their 

assignments. Each child 

is assigned a tutor who 

works one -on -one with 

them until their 

assignments are 

complete.  If a child 

comes with no 

homework, they work on 

reading and math skills.  

    The strategy has been 

very successful.  James, 

a 5th grader, and 

Caluhon, a 10th grader, 

recently received Aôs on 

their science projects.   

James was excited to 

receive his first A and 

since then he has 

maintained a B average 

overall and Aôs in several 

subjects.  Last year 12 of 

16 ASP participants were 

honor roll students.  A 

number of young people 

have gone onto college 

from ASP and some have 

been awarded 

scholarships to private 

Christian Schools.   

Currently 15 children are 

in the program and all 

are maintaining at least a 

B average.  

    Additional benefits are 

positive relationships 

with tutors, elevated  

self -esteem, safe harbors 

from their 

neighborhoods, and 

appropriate handling of 

behavioral issues.  The 

ASP coordinator, Pastor 

and parents work in 

conjunction with teachers 

and school counselors to 

address school and social 

issues.  

    There is much more 

work to be done. The 

program functions with 

volunteers and through  

the generosity of others.  

Currently the program is 

offered just two days a 
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ñLet the little 

children come to 

me, and do not 

hinder them, for 

the kingdom of 

heaven  

belongs to such 

as these.ò        

 

          -  Jesus  

contôd on page 3 

Katrina helping with math  

Kim helping with a  
science experiment  

Lillian helping with  
a science project  


